
Johanna	Sigl		
	
Biographic	changes	of	formerly	organized	far	rights.	A	biography-analytical	and		
gender-reflective	survey.	Wiesbaden,	Springer	VS,	2018.	
	
1. Introduction	

1.1. Thematic	introduction	
1.2. Guiding	research	questions	and	their	methodological	embedding	
1.3. Structure	of	the	thesis	

	
2. Methodological	framing	and	methodical	approach	

2.1. Interpretative	social	research	as	an	approach	to	right-wing	extremism	
2.2. Method	of	data	collection	and	data	evaluation	
2.3. Reflection	on	negative	experiences	

	
3. State	of	research:	right-wing	extremism	and	dissociation	processes	gender-reflecting-framed	

3.1. Right-wing	extremism	from	an	interpretative	and	gender-reflecting	perspective	
3.2. Right-wing	extremism	–	a	critical	term	approach	and	definition	
3.3. To	the	comprehension	of	the	term	“right-wing	scene”		
3.4. Approaches	to	explanations	and	reasons	for	right-wing	extremism	
3.5. Women	and	right-wing	extremism	
3.6. Masculinity	and	right-wing	extremism	

	
4. Dropping	out	and	dissociation	processes:	State	of	research	overview	and	the	research	field	

4.1. The	dropping	out	and	dissociation	accompaniment	field	of	interaction	
4.2. Public	staging	of	dropouts	and	the	intercourse	with	personal	testimonials	

	
5. Photo	analysis:	the	meaning	of	gendered	interaction	within	far-right	spaces	

5.1. Contextual	analysis:	A	right-wing	extremists	march	as	a	paradox	arena-situation	
5.2. Exemplary	presentation	of	a	reconstructively	evaluated	photo	series	
5.3. Summarizing	depiction	of	further	photo	series	
5.4. Results	

	
6. Case	presentations	and	global	analyses:	personal	histories	of	former	organized	far-right		

activists	
6.1. Dissociation	as	familial	emancipation	and	societal	consolidation	
6.2. Dissociation	with	retention	of	main	behavior	patterns	
6.3. Dissociation	of	far-right	living	environment	as	a	staging	for	the	purpose	of	self-assurance	

	
7. Theoretical	generalization,	contrasting,	and	discussion	of	the	results	

7.1. Re-definition	of	the	terms	“dropping	out”	and	“dissociation”	
7.2. Dimension	of	dissociation	processes	
7.3. Typology	of	dissociation	processes	
7.4. How	gender	matters	
7.5. The	apologizing	presentation	and	the	necessity	to	deconstruct	it	
7.6. The	meaning	of	external	dissociation	accompaniment	

	
8. Conclusion	
	
	
	
	
	



Summary	
	
For	what	biographical	constellations	do	people	turn	towards	far-right	ideologies	and	their	associated	

praxis	of	action?	What	are	the	reasons	that	result	in	a	dissociation	from	the	far	right?	And	which	in-

sights	can	be	retrieved	from	a	gender-reflecting	approach?	The	dissertation	in	hand	is	pursuing	these	

questions	and	analyses	the	biographies	of	formerly	organized	far	rights	by	means	of	methods	of	the	

interpretative	social	research.	The	carried-out	biographic-narrative	interviews	were	evaluated	by	the	

methods	of	biographic	case	reconstruction	developed	by	Gabriele	Rosenthal.	The	analysis	results	in	

the	development	of	patterns	with	regard	to	the	dissociation	of	the	far	right.	Three	dimensions	could	

be	identified	that	are	significant	for	the	analysis	of	the	dissociation	of	the	far	right.	The	dimension	of	

figuration	and	interaction	with	the	family	of	origin	(1),	of	the	action	patterns	that	are	realized	within	

the	context	of	the	far	right	(2),	and	right-wing	extremism	as	a	political	orientation	pattern	(3).	Only	if	

the	dissociation	process	is	performed	as	an	extensive	biographic	reformulation,	it	can	be	regarded	as	

an	extensive	dissociation.	Then	again,	 this	dissociation	can	be	referred	to	as	a	total	 transformation	

with	recourse	to	Berger	and	Luckmann.	Therefore,	the	process	must	include	the	reflection	of	primary	

socialization	experiences	and	the	transformation	of	former	interpretive	and	action	patterns.	The	anal-

ysis	of	sequential	photo	series	that	evolved	in	the	context	of	a	far-right	march	is	the	extension	of	the	

biography	analysis.	The	guiding	questions	of	the	interpretive	evaluation	aim	to	reconstruct	the	making	

and	the	meaning	of	gender	within	far-right	places	of	interaction.	This	shows	that	the	staging	of	gender	

within	 public	 spaces	of	 interaction	often	proceeded	 along	 the	heteronormative	 concept	 of	 gender	

roles	differs	from	the	meaning	of	gender	within	the	course	of	personal	biographies	of	turning	towards	

and	dissociate	from	the	far	right.	

		


