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Closing Road Access
to lllegal Oil Drilling

ocated on the border between Hutan Harapan in Sarolangun and an
industrial plantation forest concession (HTI), the old oil wells have
attracted the attention of illegal oil drillers from Jambi and South Su-
matra. The oil wells have already been sealed by the government, but the

prospect of making some quick money from the sale of low quality unre-

fined oil overrode any concern about the legality of their activities.

Although the wells are not in Hutan Harapan, the easiest access route
is through Hutan Harapan. Previously, four-wheeled vehicles and trucks
carrying large empty water reservoirs travelled in and out of Hutan Hara-
pan area without permission. The Hutan Harapan guard post team record-
ed the number of vehicles, the driver’s identity and gave warnings. These
appeals were ignored, however, as it became apparent that some of the
vehicles were backed up by powerful individuals. Nevertheless, in 2020,
road access has been closed and there is now 24 hour surveillance to en-
sure that no vehicles pass through Hutan Harapan.

“Even though the illegal oil mining activities are not located in Hutan
Harapan area, but because the trucks use our road it will have a negative
impact on Hutan Harapan, so we are obliged to stop activities related to il-
legal oil mining,” said Adam, Director of Operations PT Restorasi Ekosistem
Indonesia.

In addition to closing the access gate, the forest protection team also
conducts monthly patrols to the border area where the oil well field is
located. “We must not be careless because illegal oil miners always have
many ways to find road access,” explained Saparudin, from the Forest Pro-
tection team. Up until mid-2020, there have been no further attempts to
gain access via Hutan Harapan roads to oil mining in the Sarolangun bor-

der area, Jambi. (HOS)




REPLACING PALM
OIL TREES WITH
RUBBER TREES

t took a year for Solimin to come to a decision to replace his palm oil
trees with rubber trees. This was driven by his own awareness that his
life and family could not be separated from the forest. “Because basical-
ly we live in the forest, we will go back to the forest,” said Solimin.
Solimin’s home is already surrounded by palm oil trees owned both
by a company and other residents in the Simpang Macan Luar area. So-
limin, a father of eight children, even worked as a labourer in a palm oil
plantation from 2005-2019 as he felt the steady employment would be
the best way to meet the family’s economic needs. As prices for oil palm
increased, in 2018 Solimin took advantage of the opportunity to convert
1.5 ha of his land into an oil palm plantation.
His decision, however, was not well received. Solimin and his family

were repeatedly reminded by Hutan Harapan’s Community Partnership BATI N SE M BI LAN

Team not to plant palm oil in Hutan Harapan because it was not in line

with the goals of ecosystem restoration. In addition, Solimin had signed ETH N O BOTANY
the Forest Partnership Cooperation Agreement as part of the farmer
group “Advance Together” (Maju Besamo) in Simpang Macan Luar where I N H UTAN HARA PAN
the farmers agreed not to plant palm oil. Solimin ignored the warnings
because he was so confident of the benefits that could be gained from
planting palm oil. T
After he resigned from the palm oil company, Solimin was once
again reliant on the forest for his livelihood and he came to the conclusion
that palm oil is not part of his life. “Now that we think about it, we Batin

Sembilan people are not able to cultivate palm oil,” Solimin told the Hutan
Harapan Community Partnership team in early 2020. Hutan Harapan man-

agement supported Solimin’s decision to replace the palm oil. The initial

process of replacing palm oil with rubber was witnessed by Head of Jambi
Provincial Forestry Service, Ahmad Bestari, the Forest Management Unit,
Batanghari, PT REKI, a local NGO, Cappa Foundation, the Maju Besamo
farmer group, and the Batin Sembilan Community on 4 July 2020.

“Today, a member of the Forest Farmer Group Maju Besamo, vol-
untarily replaced palm oil trees with rubber trees. Based on regulations,
palm oil trees are not be planted in forest areas, “explained Ahmad Be-
stari. Solimin hopes that by participating in the Forest Partnership Coop-
eration Agreement and for the sake of his family, he can engage in sustain-
able farming that will not damage the forest. (Fahrudin | AWI)
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